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PROGRAM NOTE
The Sonata for Violoncello and Piano was commissioned by Ellen Zoe Hassman in 2008 to be
premiered at a recital that fall as part of the Maurice River Music concert series. The pianist was
Janet Sosinsky.
| had worked with Ellen for years, since as a contractor she regularly engaged me as a continuo
harpsichordist, which often made us partners. Over the years | had heard her solo on several
occasions. So when she commissioned the Sonata, by which time she had shifted to using her
middle name Zoe, | had long known that her long soaring lines were rightly her pride and joy, so

| made sure to give her passages where she could show off that special attribute.

Other ‘cellists have since taken up the piece, one even excerpting the lyric slow movement as a
stand-alone solo. The Sonata has been recorded by Michal Schmidt, ‘cello, and Norma Meyer,
piano, and appears on “Sonatas and More”, MRP1503, distributed world wide by Theodore
Presser Company.

PAUL MACK SOMERS (b. 1942) studied composition with Warren Benson and George Andrix
at Ithaca College School of Music, and participated in master classes with Norman Dello Joio
under a Ford Foundation Grant. Somers has composed theatric, vocal, choral, chamber, and

orchestral music. His music has been performed in Lincoln Center, Weill Hall in Carnegie Hall,
and Ars Vitalis.

Commissioners include the Bay Atlantic Symphony, Colonial Symphony, Summit Chorale,
Palisades Virtuosi, Jorge Avila, Brett Deubner, Ellen Zo& Hassman, Ron Levy, Michiko Otaki,

and the Jacques Cousteau Center for Estuarine Research. He has also composed various solo
instrumental works over the years, also available on the CD “Sonatas and More”. He and his wife

Janet live along the Maurice River near Mauricetown, New Jersey.
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