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Compositions by Martin Bresnick
ORCHESTRA AND

CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
Angelus Novus (1991) *.....................................9’ 
3/3 (eng. hn.)2/b. cl./3; 4/3/3/0; timp., perc.; str.

Encore! (2003) ................................................4’30”
2/2/2/2; 4/3/3/0; perc.; str.

Falling (1994) .....................................................20’
Solo mezzo-soprano; 2 (a. fl.)/2 (eng. hn.)/
2 (b. cl.)/2; 2/2/2/0; perc., pno., hp.; str.

Grace (2000) .......................................................18’
Solo mar.(2); 0/2/2/2; 2/0/0/0; str.

On an Overgrown Path ...................................25’
Leos Janácek (arr. 1996)
1 (a. fl.)/1/1/1; 2/1/0/0; str.

ONE (1986).........................................................10’
2 (a. fl.)/2 (eng. hn.)/2 (b. cl.)/2; 
2/2 (flg. hn.)/2/0; vib.; str.

Pan Penseroso (2009)........................................20’
Solo flute, 0/2/2(Bb)/2; 2(F)/2(Bb)/2(b tbn)/0;
vibraphone, strings

Pontoosuc (1989) ...............................................15’
picc./2/2/eng. hn./2/b. cl./2/cbn.; 4/3/3/1; 
timp., perc., pno.; str.

Sinfonia (1992) .................................................15’ 
3 (picc.)/3 (eng. hn.)/3 (b. cl.)/3; 4/3/3/0; 
timp., perc.; str.

STRING ORCHESTRA
Little Suite (1987)..............................................20’
for Amateur String Orchestra

Wir Weben, Wir Weben (1978) .......................22’
vln. (12), vla. (3), vlc. (3), db. (3)
see also Small Chamber Ensembles

LARGE CHAMBER ENSEMBLES
Ants (1976) .........................................................15’
Solo soprano, mezzo-soprano, tenor, baritone voices; 
actors/mimes (5); fl., ob., cl., bn.; hn.; perc., hp.; vln (2), 
vla, cello, string bass

Bread and Salt (1984) .........................................7’
fl. (2), ob. (2), cl. (2), bn. (2), a. sax. (2); hn. (2); 
vlc., cb.

B.’s Garlands (1973)....................................11’30”
vlc. (8)

Fanfare (2001) ......................................................5’
4 horns, 4 trumpets, 4 trombones

Introit (1969) ........................................................7’
fl. (2), ob. (2), cl. (2), bn. (2); hn. (4), trp. (2), trb. (2)

Musica (1972)................................. 7’30” – 22’30”
fl., cl., bn.; hn., trp., trb.; vln., vla., vlc.

Der Signál (1982) ..............................................15’
Solo soprano, mezzo-soprano solo, alto; narrator 
(or tape); fl., cl., a. sax.; cor., trb.; vla., vlc., cb.

SMALL CHAMBER ENSEMBLES
*** (1997) *............................................................9’ 
cl.; vla.; pno.
or
vln., vla.; pno.

Ballade (2004) ....................................................11’
vlc.; pno.

BE JUST! (1995) * ..........................................4’30”
cl.; vlc., cb.; elec. gtr., pno., perc.

Bird as Prophet (1999) *...................................12’
vln.; pno.

The Bucket Rider (1995) * ...............................11’ 
b. cl.; vlc., cb.; elec. gtr., pno., perc.

Caprichos Enfáticos (2007)..............................35’
Piano soloist and Percussion Quartet 
(With projected images of Goya)

Capricho Nuevo (2006) ................................6’30”
cl., a.sax.; pno., vib., perc.; vln., db.

Conspiracies (1979) ..........................................14’
Solo flute; fl. (4)
See also Solo Instrumental

Every Thing Must Go (2007) ..........................15’
Saxophone Quartet 

Falling (1994) .....................................................20’
Solo mezzo-soprano voice; pno.

Fantasia on a Theme by Willie Dixon (2001)....9’
pno., org., vln., vib., elec. gtr., b. cl., drum set

Follow Your Leader (1994) * .............................2’ 
b. cl. (cl.), bn., bar. sax.; vln.; pno., synth.
or
b. cl. (cl.), bn.; vln., vla., vlc.; perc., pno.

Going Home (Vysoke, My Jerusalem) (2010) ..10’
oboe, violin, viola, ‘cello

Grace (2009) .......................................................19’
2 marimbas and piano
(Orchestra reduction – Authorized by the composer for 
performance)

High Art (1983)....................................................8’
Solo piccolo; toy pno. (opt.)

Just Time (1985) ................................................14’
Woodwind quintet

La Gaya Scienza (1998)......................................3’
Brass quintet; timp.

A Message from the Emperor (2010).............11’
for two speaking percussionists
marimba, vibraphone, four small drums
amplification as needed

My Twentieth Century (2003) ..................14’30”
fl., cl., vln., vla., vcl., pno.

Pigs & Fishes (1993) * ........................................4’ 
b. cl. (cl.), bn., bar. sax.; vln.; pno., synth.
or
b. cl. (cl.), bn.; vln., vla., vlc.; perc., pno.

Pine Eyes (1998) * .............................................21’
Narrator; cl. (b. cl.); pno., perc. (2)

Songs of the Mouse People (1999) ................11’
vlc.; vib.

String Quartet No. 1 (1968) .............................16’

String Quartet No. 2, “Bucephalus” (1984)........20’

String Quartet No. 3 (1992) .............................20’

Tent of Miracles (1984) ....................................12’
Solo baritone saxophone; b. sax. (3)
or
Solo bass clarinet; b. cl. (3)
or
Solo bassoon; bn. (3)
see also Solo Instrumental

Trio (1988)...........................................................21’
vln., vlc; pno.

Tucket (1991) * .....................................................3’ 
b. cl., bn., bar. sax.; vln.; synth.
or
b. cl., bn.; vln., vla., vlc.
or
Brass quintet

Wir Weben, Wir Weben (1978) .......................22’
vln. (3), vla., vlc., cb.

SOLO INSTRUMENTAL
Bag O’ Tells (1984) ............................................12’
Solo mandolin

Conspiracies (1979) ..........................................14’
Solo flute; tape

The Dream of the Lost Traveller (1997)* ... 12’30” 
Solo piano

For the Sexes: The Gates of Paradise (2001)....31’
Solo Piano and DVD

Four Short Piano Pieces (1964-1968) ...............8’
Solo piano

High Art (1983)....................................................8’
Solo piccolo; toy pno. (opt.)

Joaquin Is Dreaming (Joaquin Soñando)
(2008).....................................................................7’
guitar solo

Lady Neil’s Dumpe (1987) ..............................12’
DX7 digital synthesizer; TX816 driven by
Mac computer

On an Overgrown Path (1987)........................25’
Leo ̌s Janá ̌cek (arr. 1986)
Solo guitar

Tent of Miracles (1984) ....................................12’
Solo baritone saxophone; tape
or
Solo bass clarinet; tape
or
Solo bassoon; tape

Theme and Variations (1964)............................5’
Solo oboe

Willie’s Way (2006) ...........................................10’
solo piano
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Program Notes

Wallace Stevens’ poem The Planet on the Table begins:

“Ariel was glad he had written his poems, 
They were of a remembered time 
Or of something seen that he liked.” 

In this string quartet, also entitled “The Planet on the Table,” my plan-
et is made of the music and sounds of a remembered time or of some-
thing heard that I liked. 

one of Stevens’ poems* as a point of departure or pathway into those 
remembered sounds and music:

I. Mrs. Anderson’s Swedish Baby 
II. She Measured the Hour 
III. Scene 10 Becomes 11 
IV. Someone Has Walked across the Snow 
V. His Self and the Sun 

Like Stevens, myself and the sun are one, and my music, like his po-
etry, although makings of myself, is also makings of the sun. Stevens 
wrote it was not important that his poetry survive, which is also true 
of my work. 

What matters is that my music, like his poetry, should bear some linea-

of its sounds, of the planet of which it was part. 

 —Martin Bresnick 

* sources in the Stevens as follows: 
I. The Pleasures of Merely Circulating 
II. The Idea of Order at Key West 
III. Chaos in Motion and Not in Motion 
IV. Vacancy in the Park 
V. The Planet on the Table 

String Quartet No. 4 “The Planet on the Table” was commissioned 
for the Brentano String Quartet by Elizabeth and Justus Schlichting 
for the Segerstrom Center for the Arts’ Chamber Music Series.sa
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