Robert Russell Bennett
Chamber Music

Three Chaucer Songs (1926)

Merciless Beauty
for Soprano and String Quartet

Janet Schlein Somers and Paul Mack Somers, editors

et/ |
-
- W N

I 7

Maurice River Press

Mauricetown, NJ

Copyright © 2018



Robert Russell Bennett
Chamber Music

Three Chaucer Songs (1926)
Merciless Beauty

for Soprano and String Quartet

The Three Chaucer Poems (1926) are dedicated “to Percy E. Fletcher”, who was the music
director of His Majesty’s Theatre in London. Bennett indicates that it is “for women’s voice or
voices.” It was composed and first performed by the Société Musicale Indépendante in Paris,
where Bennett, his wife, and daughter were living. In America it was performed on the evening
of 13 April 1932 at the first Yaddo Festival of Contemporary Music in Saratoga Springs,
NY. Soprano Ada Mac Leish was accompanied by the Hans Lange String Quartet. Also on
the program was music by Roy Harris, Marc Blitzstein, Oscar Levant, George Antheil, and
Nicholas Berezowsky. In December of that year a performance using women’s voices was given
in New York by the Women’s University Glee Club. Bennett simultaneously produced a version
with piano accompaniment instead of string quartet.

The text 18 Merciless Beauty by Geoftrey Chaucer (c. 1343 - 1400).
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Three Chaucer Songs (1926) ’

for Soprano and String Quartet

‘ Duration: c. 7'16"

GEOFFREY CHAUCER (1343-1400) ROBERT RUSSELL BENNETT

(1894-1981)
Edited by Janet S. Somers

1. Captivity and Paul M. Somers
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2. Rejection
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