
sa
m

ple



1. “Balinese”, though it uses the exotic scale played before the full movement, the genius of the piece is in how it captures 
the rhythmic energy of Balinese gamelan music.

2. “Ancient Chinese” uses a pentatonic scale, which is best heard by playing only the black keys of a piano. It is widely used 
in many folk musics around the world, but is most associated to western ears with the music of China.

3. “Ancient Greek Hypophrygian” makes no attempt to “sound ancient Greek” but is quite evocative of modern Greek folk 

Showboat

This piece imagines a series of bugles each built a step higher than another, each able to play a half-step lower because 
of its one key being pressed.

Robert Russell Bennett 
music and as composer of a long list of concert works. He is reputed to have orchestrated all or part of some 300 Broadway and 
London productions between 1920 and 1976, and turned out hundreds of other published arrangements during his lifetime...
 Spending the duration of his professional career almost entirely in New York City, Bennett made his acquaintance with those 

prominent conductors, orchestras, and soloists.

Robert Russell Bennett, a Bio-Bibliography. Greenwood Press, 1990. p. ix.

The Maurice River Press Robert Russell Bennett Project

who at all times carefully and expertly aided in the procuring of the various Bennett manuscripts, some from the 1920s needing 
restoration before being turned over to us.

The Editors
Janet Schlein Somers

now plays with the Bay Atlantic Symphony.

Paul Mack Somers

Robert Russell Bennett
Chamber Music

FIVE IMPROVISATIONS ON EXOTIC SCALES
(1947)
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I. (Balinese)
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Five Improvisations on Exotic Scales
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II. (Ancient Chinese)

Soft, slow and misty (h = 50)
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