Historical Background on Asem yi di ka

Asem yi di ka was composed in 1944, at a time when apathy was rife and when most people were dissatisfied
with life around them generally, but would not take any action themselves and kept looking to someone else to
shoulder such responsibility. The song was an answer to the anxiety felt by the composer about the prevailing

conditions of the time. Asem yi di ka is one of Dr. Amu’s nearly 200 works composed for schools, churches,
and community groups. It will be included in a forthcoming critical edition of his complete works, edited

by Dr. Felicia Sandler and proofread by Dr. Misonu Amu. All inquiries regarding the prese!

directed to Felicia.Sandler@necmusic.edu

A Note on Notation, Text, and Practice

on can be

The dialogue regarding notation of African repertoires has been a lively one in G hould the two- aﬁgal

three rhythmic interplay so pervasive in African repertoires be notated in shifti
in 2/4 with special beaming or accents? Before 1930, one will find scores of Dr.
meters: 4/4, 6/8 3/4, and 2/4, and even shifting meters After 1930 whe

Lyrics
Asem yi di ka, edi ka

hena beka?
Me ara o, me ar:
ennye obiara

1ina beje? mi ara...]
“fabre ji di bo, edi bo,
hina bebo? mi ara...]

[asem ji be sine
kwan mua mi ara
edzuma ji be si ne
kwan mua mi ara
obre ji be si ne
kwai) mua mi ara]

Hena beka? Hena beye?
Hena bebo? Me ara...

[hina beka? hina beje?
hina beko? mi ara...]

idije, edi je,

English Translation
This talk has got to be spoken.*

Who will speak it?
1, myself
1t is nobody else, I myself.

This work has got to be done.
Who will do it? I myself...

This life has got to be lived,*
Who will live this life? I myself...

For this talk to be spoken
rightly, I myself.

For this work to be done
the right way, [ myself.
For this life to lived

the right way, [ myself.

This talk, this work,
This life, I myself...

* As in truth.
** As in living an exemplary life.
**% Truthfully.
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