Historical Background on Adawura by me

This song was composed in July of 1943, and was first performed during the visit of the late Sir Oliver Stanley
(the then secretary of State for the Colonies) to the Achimota School where Dr. Amu was the director of music
education.

In 1969, the University of Ghana Men’s chorus sang the TTBB version of Adawura b> me as part of their

program at the Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts in New York City. The ensemble was partlclpatlng in the
Second International University Choral Festival there, and they performed a number of choral and instrumental
works, of which Adawura bo> me was a part. In his introductory address to this song, Amu dem
against-three cross-rhythm, and explained: “Adawura bo me is a study in balancing triple e
effect. We have one-two-three against one-two [within the same time span], so that in thi
will be doing duple effect, others will be doing triple effect, balancing one against th
the translation for which is found below. Most of the words are examples of onom

colleagues made other choices, Amu was cons

notated here in 2/4. Through experience singing o view, forces one to engage

pronounced way, which

r — English Translation by Dr. Misonu Amu

English Translation

%Q%@wraum bo mio, 1 am the bell, play me.
ko kon, kon, korg “gong” (bell sound)
Dyanfo e yan me o. Dyanfoe yan mio. Drummer, play me.
. Peté pete pete pete, pete, pete “pete” (drum sound)
~Pren pren pren, pren] “preng” (drum sound)
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