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Introduction

Souvenirs tend to be little items - easily packed in the suitcase, to be displayed on a shelf or affixed to the refrigerator. Whether a
picture postcard of the Grand Canyon, an Eiffel Tower-shaped keychain, or the unique bit of driftwood from the shore, these objects can
both commemorate a wonderful trip or inspire us to take one in the future. Trumpet duets also tend to be small in stature. Rarely taking
center stage in a big concert hall, they are often used casually - in the practice room, a teacher's studio, or the occasional trumpet recital.
These "Orchestral Souvenirs" evoke the great and out-of-the-ordinary musical experiences awaiting the trumpeter outside the practice
room.

Composers often turn to the trumpet when a voice needs to be given to heroism, to honor, or to the eternal. Trumpeters are fortunate
to play such an exciting and often pivotal role in bringing symphonic scores to life. Tough to fit all of that on a postcard to say nothing of
a trumpet duet! If these duets are admittedly less than the actual experience of playing in an orchestra, they are at least twice as much fun
as playing by yourself.

While the majority of these duets spring from symphonic repertoire, there are some choral and chamber works included that have
significant trumpet parts and are considered part of an orchestral playerÕs repertoire. The second parts in these duets are taken from the
orchestra score and give the player some combination of harmonic, melodic, or rhythmic context of which to be aware. As you'll see,
there are short duets that don't go much beyond a given excerpt; others go on more extensively, as the spirit moved me. IÕve endeavored
to make the second parts playable, but admittedly some are quite challenging, not unlike many of the excerpts themselves. The first parts
contain the original trumpet parts and more. 

This work is dedicated to my fellow travelers who love playing trumpet in orchestras, to the composers who have written and
continue to write great ÔrolesÕ for the orchestral trumpet, to my long-suffering students, and most of all, to my family, who knows the
whole book by heart. Special thanks to Rob McGregor for his help making the book a reality and to my favorite artist, Walter Mueller,
whose brilliant drawings brought what was in my ear to the eye.

Neil Mueller teaches trumpet at Central Michigan University, is a member of the Grand Rapids Symphony Orchestra, and is
principal trumpet of ClevelandÕs BlueWater Chamber Orchestra. He has performed concerti with the Boston Pops, the Berkshire Bach
Ensemble, as well as BlueWater, the Eastern Connecticut Symphony, the Fargo-Moorhead Symphony Orchestras, ensembles in which he
has held principal positions.  Prior to coming to Michigan, Mueller was on the faculty at North Dakota State University. 

In addition to MuellerÕs work as a teacher and orchestral performer, he has been active as a soloist and chamber musician. He has
recorded 3 CDs featuring premiere recordings of new music: Call and Response (White Pine) with trumpeter Allan Dean and pianist
Zhihua Tang; New American Classics (Crystal) as first trumpet with the Brass Ring quintet; and Common Sense (CRI) with the Common
Sense ComposerÕs Collective.  

MuellerÕs degrees are from Concordia College (Moorhead, MN), Yale School of Music, and Boston University. His trumpet teachers
include J. Robert Hanson, Manny Laureano, William Vacchiano, Allan Dean and Roger Voisin. 
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