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O sweet spontaneous
earth how often have

the
doting
fingers of

purient philosophers pinched
and
poked
thee
Jhas the naughty thumb
of science prodded
thy

beauty  .how

oftn have religions taken
thee upon their scraggy knees
squeezing and

buffeting thee that thou mightest conceive
gods
(but

true

to the incomparable
couch of death thy
rhythmic

lover

thou answerest

them only with

S
QA

but the other
day i was passing a certain
gate, rain

fell(as it will

in spring)
ropes

of silver gliding from \
thunder into fresh
as if god’s flowers were

pulling upon of

the world is mud-

far and wee

old iloo
iglp ‘ eddieandbill come
ning from marbles and
and \ piracies and it’s
t t to myself Deat spring
ou with
ate fingers p uc when the world is puddle-wonderful

e pink hollyhock ¢ ce whose the queer )
pansy eyes from morning till old balloonman whistles
P far and wee

and bettyandisbel come dancing

sitting in her from hop-scotch and jump-rope and

efwindow like

iscence it’s
taken spring

and

softly ~at whose gate smile

always the chosen the

flowers of reminding

goat-footed

balloonMan whistles
far
and
wee

— E. E. Cummings

O sweet spontaneous, but the other, and in Just- by E. E. Cummings are in the public domain.
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O sweet spontaneous
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* Whenever an asterisk appears in this song, the original word in the poem is shown in quote marks above the notes, and
a phonetic spelling of that word is notated below the notes to indicate the desired pronunciation of the word as it is sung.

O sweet spontaneous by E. E. Cummings was published in The Dial, Vol. 68 (January—June 1920), © Copyright 1920 by The Dial Publishing Company,
New York City, and is in the public domain.

Music: © Copyright 2016 Juliana Hall Music. Copyright transferred 2017 to E. C. Schirmer Music Company, Inc.
© Copyright 2018 by E. C. Schirmer Music Company, Inc., a division of ECS Publishing Group. www.ecspublishing.com All rights reserved.



63

accel. -

>

and

17

He

ence

sci

J=72
mf
* “prodded”

3
0H

2

5

re - li - gions

of - ten have




but the other

E. E. Cummings Juliana Hall
(1894-1962) (b. 1958)
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* Whenever an asterisk appears in this song, the original word in the poem is shown in quote marks above the notes, and
a phonetic spelling of that word is notated below the notes to indicate the desired pronunciation of the word as it is sung.

but the other by E. E. Cummings was published in The Dial, Vol. 68 (January—June 1920), © Copyright 1920 by The Dial Publishing Company,
New York City, and is in the public domain.

Music: © Copyright 2016 Juliana Hall Music. Copyright transferred 2017 to E. C. Schirmer Music Company, Inc.

© Copyright 2018 by E. C. Schirmer Music Company, Inc., a division of ECS Publishing Group. www.ecspublishing.com All rights reserved.
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* Whenever an asterisk appears in this song, the original word in the poem is shown in quote marks above the notes, and
a phonetic spelling of that word is notated below the notes to indicate the desired pronunciation of the word as it is sung.

in Just - by E. E. Cummings was published in The Dial, Vol. 68 (January—June 1920), © Copyright 1920 by The Dial Publishing Company,
New York City, and is in the public domain.

Music: © Copyright 2016 Juliana Hall Music. Copyright transferred 2017 to E. C. Schirmer Music Company, Inc.
© Copyright 2018 by E. C. Schirmer Music Company, Inc., a division of ECS Publishing Group. www.ecspublishing.com All rights reserved.
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