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PROGRAM NOTES

The Sunne of Grace is a six-movement song cycle for Soprano Solo, SATB Chorus, and Harp,
celebrating the story of the incarnation of the divine in the life of Christ, as expressed in anonymous
Medieval English texts. The music was composed in 1984, while Enns was on a composition
sabbatical in Cambridge, England. The work reflects this Britten-Britain context of its genesis. The
premiere was a year later, by the Renaissance Singers of Kitchener, Ontario; the 1987 performance
(and first CBC Radio broadcast) by Canadas Elmer Iseler Singers under Iseler’s l%mmhlp really
marked the beginning of the performance life of this cycle.

The tcxts are dchghtful almost naive, and similar in their own medium to the im'

and final song frammg the cyclc W

1 and &: The first and last songs sparkle with celebration; the text rhytllmwmwnce rhythms e, © o
in the harp and chorus, sometimes in agreement with each other, other tifnes ﬁ'%@hmu dmlm S

2 and 4: The solo songs are settings of more intimate, personal texts; irsf (No. 2)'Mary spcakﬂwm y |
to the infant Jesus—simple words of affection, and regret for the cn«Wmfm%eaﬁs an )
Then (No. 4) a personal expression of devotion and of a lovgiiso IWﬁgh) that no otkﬁov
of interest, a love through which all physical pain is LOH%MC%WH%;

3 and 5: The two unaccompanied songs deal with the : (No. 3) Chrigt,
of grace’ (sun of grace) who is born, suffers, and is W%ﬂoss and then ( Wﬁzﬂtﬁlovc of
Christ as the true light, a theme expressed here thro%u%})eﬂmg literary con€eitéstrue love
rests in Christ, to which all other love is simply a rcﬂcctlo?%c the moon. 1%;‘(1@ inspires a literal
melodic inversion at the text phrase, “Whose loxm;xs frcsh and evre greene, (C%W;;mgrccn)
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ﬁe% ]ofwﬁand in Hand

Chorus
Hand by hand we shule ugfak | fg%t us join hand in hand,

And joye and blissg shulé we Mnd be joyful;

For the devel of ]ﬁﬁ@%ﬂ% forsake, Y For the devil of hell has left,

And Godes Sone mw otir make. And the God’s Son is become like us.

A child is borea, df%lges man,
And in that ch

A child is born among us,

In whom is no sin:

That child is both divine and human,
The source of our life.

Chorus

%ulmn be blithe dn%qw
FPoriyour mariage lh@%ﬁ%m&
{  @When Crist was borenu,
W%Mom to Crist, { W grad Come to Christ, your peace is found;
SRR For thee e Was hWaﬂ% shad, For you was his blood shed,

That Wlof@w That were forlorn.

) .

(’hm Chorus

e
. 4

Sinful man, be blissful and glad:
With this union your peace arrived
When Christ was born.

Sinful ﬂme blithe and bold, Sinful man, be glad and bold,

For hevené'is both bought and sold, For heaven is purchased

Evereche fote. Entirely.

Com to Crist, thy peis is told, Come to Christ, your peace is assured,
For thee he yaf a hundrefold, For you he gave completely

His lif to bote. His life as salvation.

Chorus Chorus



Medieval English Text

I1. Jesu, Swete Sone Dere

Jesu, swete sone dere,

On porful bed list Thou here,
And that me greveth sore;
For Thy cradel is as a bere,
Oxe and asse beeth "Thy fere:
Weepe ich may therefore.

Jesu swete, be not wroth,

Though ich abbe clout ne cloth,
Thee on for to folde,

Thee on to folde, ne to wrappe,
For ich nabbe clout ne lappe;

But lay Thou Thy feet to my pappe,
And wite Thee from the colde.

I11. The Sunne of Grace

The sunne of grace him shined in
On a day when it was morwe,
When our Lord God boren was
Withoute wem or sorwe.

The sunne of grace him shined 1%

Contemporary English Paraphrase

I1. Jesus, Sweet Son Dear

Jesus, sweet Son dear,

You lie here on a crude bed,
And that grieves me greatly; 4 &,
For your cradle is like a bier, . N

Ox and ass are your comps
[weep because of that.

Sweet Jesus, be not ¢
Though I have no s W«WE (W
With which to coveryem” - @
Nor in Whm%mww

Buﬁag %e%” 6 my breast, _gmm, Wgww
@nth%rself from the ﬁﬁ L B

1’%% g%gme jyf:»”«»‘l' monastic hour)
Wilign Wrd God was born,
% weﬁle knew his time.

On a day when it was prime, mmwmwwmmmm“m

When our Lord God boren WW

S v

So well he knew his tlmem ey

The sunne of grageh n%eﬁ%

On a day when 1?%0@@% Atnoon,
When our Lor%% was, When our Lord God was born,
And on the m@dﬁ%ﬁon. And was put on the cross.

The sur 'The sun of grace shone in
At mid-morning, (undern = third monastic hour)
When our Lord God was born,

And was pierced to the heart.
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AM,IVMI Have Set Mnye

L W ﬁ have set my | th o
U Me liket lwﬁwere is,
paing@that I may drie

e good iwis;

IV. I Have Set My Heart So High

I have set my heart so high

That no lower love appeals to me,
And all the pains that [ may endure
1 think they certainly do me good;

Por on that Lord that loved us all

So earnestly have [ set my thought,
That it is my joy to call on him

For love has brought me the scourge.

So hertelyhave I set my thowght,
It is my joye on him to call
For love me hath in ballus browght.

Me thenk it do iwis. I certainly think so.



" b Ipexcelsis gloria.

Medieval English Text

V. All Other Love Is Like the Moone

All other love is like the moone

That wexth and waneth as flowr in plain,
As flowr that faireth and fallweth soone,
As day that clereth and endeth in rain.

All other love beginth by blisse,

In wop and wo maketh his ending;

No love there r’is that evre habbe lisse,
But what areste in hevene King,
Whose love is fresh and evre greene,
And evre full without wanying;

His love sweeteth withoute teene,

His love is endless and aring.

All other love I flee for Thee;

Tell me where Thou list.

In Marie mild and free I shall be found,
Ac more, ac more in Crist.
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VI In excelsis gloria

When Crist was born of Marie free
In Bedlam, in that faire cite,
Angelles song evre with mirth anwmmm
In excelsis gloria.

G

Herdmen beheld thes angeligs |

To hem appeared w%t
And said, “Godes S()&%ﬂ“@ﬁ% night”
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In excelsis gloria.

W

Ih@%o%w lﬁ%w ret gracm
TraWe bliss to see Ih face,

\\%re we may sing to w
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Contemporary English Paraphrase

V. All Other Love Is Like the Moon

All other love is like the moon
That waxes and wanes like a flower in the meadow,

Like a flower that blossom@ an%kly fades,

All other love begins with W
Yet ends in weeping an@ sWxﬁgm

S
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No love glve§ eternal je

Whose love mmwﬂmﬁrem
And ever fuﬁm growing pale;
His 1%@%&011‘[ gucf '
H«%c y
fﬁlﬁg\%her love for you; B,
where you lie. k. 4

“In Mary mild and puﬁ%ﬂshdll be found,
,,,,, " .. But more, much mﬁﬁmﬁ“ﬁ%@nst”
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When Chugist vwas Born of sinless Mary
In Beﬁwewh%r c1ty

‘ m@%%rmmc highest”

Mcﬁ saw these bright angels
Which appeared to them in a great light,
And said, “God’s Son is born this night”
“Glory in the highest”

This King has come to save all creation,
As we find in the scripture;

Therefore we are mindful of the song,
“Glory in the highest”

Then Lord for your great grace,

Grant us the bliss to see your face,
Where we may sing to your pleasure.
“Glory in the highest”

Contemporary English Paraphrase by Leonard Enns
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II: Jesu, Swete, Sone Dere
(Soprano Solo and Harp)

J=ca. 92 mp
Soprano 3 . ] T | x —
Solo 1 2 i i ﬁ% H e |
L Je% swe - te
Mummswc -
Harp
7 ————
Sop. A ——T— : —
Solo [&—# = R
010 =g s S E
Son - e dere, On por - ful “bed.  list Thou W,
be  notwroth, Though_ich nab - be e i
e L1 X
i 4
VVVVVV -
T TTr—m—
== = %
¢ %
mf
B i —— — T i i { ; ; s - 10> T— > E
&“‘--‘-_-W e 1 i I gl i [ { ly) I 1 7] ! } ]
NP {
And that MV v - Veth sore; " For Thy crad - el is as a bere,
Thee __ %}ﬁ%_ to  folde, Thee on to fold - e, ne to wrappe,
¥ f o
S e : CETY :
r Cs =5 7 ] % Eg:
Fr mp Fy mf P
ST = = : —_ e 3 =
= o e Eo e ' pRE :
N LiO‘ =g Ee. = L=
-a




14

0 1.
) . . | mp
Sop‘ i . I e t > — T ; ; - -
g1 =
SOIO \J i i | N’ £k
Oxe and as - se beeth Thy Weepe_ich may_ thet Bfore.
For ich mwab-be clout ne = - |

Sop.
Solo

e |
F T
U

1 |
lay Thou"{hymi feet__ to my  pappe, And

i, N
SR,
e N

k> ] k> ]
- [y ] [y ]
/) 3 [3}
o _8 1
k> ] K3 k> ]
- [y ] 3 [y ]
/0 [»)
o N K3 1
-
£y [

350
===

w
@ ay 17 = —} §¥*
N, =3 E o

wite Thee frommy, the colde.

Gb mp

Fb = = =
L fae L (2 L.
G 8o SFN o [> 31ieX] 712X 171 X]
J EI0 DA — [ I 1
y_ A BN S X3 y /- 1 1
] b 1 i
(s g




III: The Sunne of Grace
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(Soprano Solo and Harp)
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