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NOTES

Vidimus stellam was commissioned by ChoralArt of Portland, Maine—Robert Russell, Music
Director—in celebration of the 25th anniversary of Christmas at the Cathedral, a series of
concerts presented annually at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Poxtland.
Robert Russell conducted the premiere on December 1, 2012.

Four organizations partnered in the commission:
Capitol Hill Chorale, Washington, DC—Frederick Binkholder, Artistic Di

Georgetown University Concert Choir, Washington, DC—Frederick Bifatkho irector

Manchester Choral Society, Manchester, New Hampshire—Dan Per, ic Directo

National Lutheran Choir, Minneapolis, Minnesota—David Cherwie irector
The original commission from ChoralArt was to create a cantat r and brass, usi
Latin texts, in the vein of Daniel Pinkham’s Christmas C a Sacra), comp
1957. Since Daniel Pinkham was one of my teachers 1 mentors duri
at the New England Conservatory, I was thrilled t is commission as

ke
enduring work. \
The texts of Vidimus stellam (We Have Seen His Star) are organized arou

The overall musical form follows this theme gresses through
Christmas, and Epiphany. '
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TEXT AND TRANSLATION

I. O Oriens
O Oriens, splendor lucis aeternae, O Rising Star, splendor of €
et sol justitiae: veni, et illumina and sun of righteousness:

light.et
sedentes in tenebris. enlighten those who dwel ess.
II. Rorate caeli

Rorate caeli desuper, Drop down 0 ve,

et nubes pluant justum. and le cl r down right

A

e

Aperiatur terra, Le ened,

t the
0

et germinet Salvatorem. Savior.

IT1. Hodie Christus natus est \

Hodie Christus natus est; Today Christ is bor
day the Savior ha

hodie Salvator apparuit;
hodie in terra canunt Angel, '
laetantur Archangeli;

hodie exsultant justi, dicentes:

>
n >

joice, saying:
n the highest. Alleluia!”

Gloria in excelsis Deo, alleluia.

IV. Surge, illuminare

Surge, illuminare Jeru ine Jerusalem:

quia gloria Domini r ta est. for the glory of the Lord is risen upon you.

V. Vidimus
jus/in Oriente, We have seen his star in the East, and
neribus ador um. have come with gifts to adore the Lord.

Vidimus e
veni
Vi e m, Ierusa'

omini super ta and the glory of the Lord is risen upon you,

Your light is come, O Jerusalem,

labunt gent ine tuo. and the nations shall walk in your light.
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V. Vidimus stellam
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