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PROGRAM NOTES

Ravia et rivam is a setting of a portion of the Hebrew prayer Al HaNissim (“On the Mirac
on the Jewish festival of Chanukah. The prayer is an expression of gratitude for God’s inte
behalf of the Jews in their revolt against their Syrian-Greek oppressors in the 2nd century
miracles associated with Chanukah. For Jews, the eight-day holiday is both a celebrat
observance. Chanukah, which means “dedication” in Hebrew, commemorates both th
and the rededication of the Holy Temple in Jerusalem following their trinmph, ea
text. This setting captures both the joyous and reverent nature of Chanukah.

HEBREW TEXT IN TRANSLITERATION
Ravta et rivam, danta et dinam,

nakamta et nikmatam, masarta giborim b’yad halashim,
v’rabim b’yad m’atim, ut'meyim b’yad t’horim, ursha’im
b'yad tzadikim, v’zeidim b’yad oskei torateha.

UPha asita sheim gadol v’kadosh ba’olameha,
ul’amha yisracl asita t’shuah g’dolah ufurkan
K’hayom hazeh.

rought to them salvation
harm to this day.

Vahar kah ba’u vaneha lidvir beiteha, ufinu et hethaleha, . eanse Your sacred temple,
v'tiharu et mikdasheha, v’hidliku neirot b’hatzro
V’kav'u sh’monat y’'mei Hanukkah eilu,

I’hodot ul’haleil 'shimha hagadol. Amen.

°d these eight days to honor Your
give thanks and praise to You, O God.
ne be most blessed. Amen.

Excerpt from Al HaNissi English Translation by Rex Isenberg

OR THE HEBREW TEXT

the ones that are stressed;

kah bah’-00 vah-neh-ha leed-veer bay-teb-ha, oo-fee-noo et hay-hah-leh-ha,
cc-hah-roo et meek-dah-sheh-ha, v-heed-lee-koo nay-roht b’-hahtz-rolit kahd-sheh-ha.
av’-00 sh’moh-naht y’-may ha-nook-kah ay-loo,

P-hoh-doht oo-I-hah-layl I’-sheem-ha hah-gah-dohl. Awe-mayn.

Rex Isenberg (b. 1987)

For biographical information visit: www.rexisenberg.com
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for SATB Chorus unaccompanied

Ravta et rivam
(You Fought Their Battles)
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