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Carmina amoris
Choral Symphony in Six Movements

for Soprano and Tenor Soli, off-stage Soprano Solo,
SATB Chorus (divisi) and Orchestra

I. Quo fugis, amabo? (Where do you flee?)
for N.J.S.
“O Admirabile Veneris idolum,” and Steven Sametz
“Nam languens” Carmina Cantabrigiensia (c. 11th Century);
Ausonius (c. 310-394), “Adcurre, O nostrum decus”
Walafrid Strab(j (c. 808-849), “Ad amicum”
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* In Greek mythology, Deucalion and Pyrrha were instructed by Themis, Goddess of justice and order, to cast stones (“the

bones of mother earth”) over their shoulders. Where the stones landed, men and women sprang up from the clay of the earth,

creating the human race.



I cry out like the doe when her fawn flees.
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but with steadfast heart, | pray to Lachesis*
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* In Greek mythology, the Moirae or Three Fates (Lachesis, Clotho and Atropos) were daughters of Zeus and Themis

who determined the destinies of mortals. Lachesis, the “Lot-caster,” apportioned the length of life.
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II. Tarantella

“Veni dilectissime,”
from Carmina Cantabrigiensa (11th Century)
“Tele, Cupido, tene” (c. 13th Century)
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** Originally “Et a et 0;” changed to “Et ah, et oh” in this movement for clarity of pronunciation.
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III. Planctus (Lament)

“Sic mea fata canendo,”
from Carmina Burana (13th Century)
“Germen sin’ flore,”
from Veste nuptiali (Medieval Latin Song, c. 13th Century)
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108 m So harshly does love treat the heart. For though I love, | am not loved!
“NuPP ed
A 3— 2t T 3 = T
D—p—o—4 Ht— H—o Ht 2o 4
o) \_/
mo-ri - or, heu, a - mor,
w PP PP
y s F— H 2 =3 = T2
D He—- o - — e ) H
o ~° =
_ heu, a - mor,
rp mp ‘ .
#g:—f—n—'—&—)—w 3 B S~ 5 A A Vi S s
D— H . e L R — . E— T B " —r %
§) ' — e
mo - ri- or. Tam ma-le pec-to-ra mul-tat ut quod a - mem, co- gor,
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~e- mp
= B Y H ] ) 2=t 3 =N ——— Y 2
~ Hg—+< s —eo—¢ e i — i i
N\ fo & b > * to & < 7.
Tam ma-le pec-to-ra mulé&tat ut quod asmem co- gor,
Thus | sing, seeking solace for my fate, as'the swan sang when\death approached,
poco rall. a tempo
13 (Sop. Solo) a - mor!
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y4
e D m——> - % - — ¥ 3T FF o @&
—5% Ko, 3 f € S - e B e e — 3
C —
ut ne-ce pro-xi-ma
The rose fades from my lips, with growing woe, toil increasing,
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For though I love, | am not loved! Heu,
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for C.P.
I'V. Letter One: Philomele (to Philomele)

“Aurea personet lira,” Carmina Cantabrigiensia (c. 11th Century);
“C. super mel” (Bavarian love letter, c. 13th Century);
Ausonius (c. 310-394), “Adcurre, O nostrum decus”

J=84 Joyously D=J sempre
(Sop. Solo)
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for D.A.T. 29

V. Letter Two: Ego per te (Ego per te)

Paulinus of Nola (c. 353—431), “Ego te per omne”;
Ausonius (c. 310—c. 394), “Adcurre, O nostrum decus”;
Walafrid Strabo (c. 808-849), “Ad amicum”
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32 for D.J.S.

V1. Finale: Invehar in Venerem (Venus be damned!)

Anonymous, from Carmina Burana (13th Century)

“lurgia conflat amor,” from Anthologia Latina (6th Century)
Ausonius (c. 310—c. 394), “Credimus an”

Paulinus of Nola (c. 353—431), “Ego te per omne”

40"
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Basses starting as low as possible, muttering in free rhythm; each paft gradually joins
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ppppcresco________. mp cresc. molto____ S0 ___________________
0 ! —
Tenor (‘n; % ——
5) n-ve-har in Ve-nes»rem!
ppppcresc.__________ mp crése.wolto ___________ L. N0 N
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speaking in free rhythm rising 33
in volume, intensity and inflection (rabble)
Love kindles quarrels so it can

41 burn lovers more seductively:
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Love kindles quarrels
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Love kindles quarrels,

10"
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all parts at different tempo
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CHORUS: repeat ad lib., non unison

’890 1‘, cresc.
A i i 11 { i i i .
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