This work was commissioned by Sally Roberts in celebration of the 75th birthday of Don Roberts.

Performance Notes

1. Choruses performing this work should have a minimum number of twenty-four singers. Larger choruses will
have the ability to produce a fuller sound in the divisi sections.

2. In measures 12-13, separate lines have been provided for solo voices (in the case of smaller choruses) or
small groups of singers (preferable when the chorus has more than thirty-two singers). The text of the first line
of the poem has been fragmented in those measures so that individual syllables are sung 1t«%mdlcawd solo
voices (or small groups). The total sound should always be balanced so that the soloists’ (ofwwﬁﬁmgo up’s) text
will be clearly heard. ‘

3. The fugal section in measures 26-59 again makes use of the solo/small group V()chWcases itwill b@;%“-"‘nm
prdcrdblc for four solo voices to smg the uountcrpomt and for dll other smgcrb tm%g Wﬂ,l\s of harmon\/ L

in front of the audience, behind the audlence orina dlagﬂ%ﬂ%ﬁl %SWWQH other W ord%ne%e front
left corner of the room in front of the audience, and the OW%N&%%T right corner of tthhmd the
audience) with the chorus positioned in a central location in }% the audience. As the soloists begin to sing,
they should walk slowly towards each other (and towards the chotus). At measur eﬁ@% hen the tenor section

of the chorus begins to sing, the two soloists ihoulﬁ@me enough to the clmﬁ@m&%hev can take their
places in it and sing with the bass section in medbm@ng s the first 6 mgasuresaf the piece, as the soloists
are singing, they should pace their “ oume\“m%%hWo not have to rish fhir W%g movements. The
soloists may sing the two solo parts in measures; 16 : somewhat freely ﬁ%t the breaks between the “call” of
soloist 1 and the “answer” of soloist 2 can be longe# than a breath %%%Wsh call and answer pairing may
be scparatcd with a shghtl\/ longcr brc%&n other words, betweeg i %1 3,3and 4,4 and 5, and 5
St r breaks are not precisely notated

—Jrank Ferko

Your q@% arc we, and with tired backs
lmfﬁhe gifts that you love

iy e Warp be the white light of mommg

%&% weft be the red light of evening,
mm%; the fringes be the falling rain,

. W& the border be the standing rainbow.
@ ", Thus weave for us a garment of brightness
That we may walk fittingly where birds sing,
That we may walk fittingly where grass is green,
Oh our Mother the Earth, oh our Father the Sky!

The poem “Song of the Sky Loom,” from
Songs of the Tewa by Herbert Joseph Spinden
appears courtesy of Sunstone Press,

Box 2321, Santa Fe, NM 87504-2321.

Frank Ferko (b. 1950)

Information about Mr. Ferko and his work can be found on his website.
www.frankferko.com
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Song of the Sky Loom

for SATB Chorus (divisi) unaccompanied

Song of the Sky Loom
Tewa Poem

Moderately slow 2 =ca. 66
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or instructions to soloists.

The poem e Sky Loom,”

from Songs of théiFewa by Herbert Joseph Spinden
appears courtesy of Sunstone Press,

Box 2321, Santa Fe, NM 87504-2321.

Music: © Copyright 2016 by E. C. Schirmer Music Company,
a division of ECS Publishing. www.ecspublishing.com
All rights reserved.
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Somewhat faster J> = 80
All sections equally divided.

(Choral unison)
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Broadly J=ca. 36
All sections equally divided.
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