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Song of the Silkie (String Quartet No. 2) is a dramatic work for high

baritone (or baritone and soprano, or mezzo-soprano, or counterte

Based on the folk tale about a seal who sheds
woman and her ensuing desire to return to

N

or arts

'l no/Vocal Rehearsal Scort

ena Ruehr (b. 1963)

and string quartet. The music is based on a folk song which appeats in
various ways throughout the piece, beginning with this text: *
upon the land”
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in esa
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aphical information visit:
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LIBRETTO

SONG OF THE SILKIE

Libretto by Laura Harrington

Music by Elena Ruehr

Commissioned by the Rockport Chamber Music Festival, 2000

James

Where is she?

Has she found her skin?
And slipped away?

Oh, Sula, Sula, silkie,
Have you left me?

Oh, Sula, Sulasilkie,
Have you gone to live inside the sea?
Have you gone forever?
Are you leaving me?
Sula!

She says...

Sula

“Tam a woman on the land,

Tam asilkie on the sea,

And when I'm far from every strand,

My dwelling is in Sule Skerrie” '

James
How can you leave me?
Isn't my love inside your blood now,

Stronger than the call of the sea?

‘The skin you take so eagerly
Lift in your arms like a child
'The skin you take so greedily
"The skin, your skin, so wild.

WhatIstole from you,
What I kept from you,
Now exacts its price.
Lheld you captive,
Lheld you dear,

I'took you for my wife.

Stay my love, my love
My creature of the
Stay, oh my wifg

sone, '

I begyou, st \
Su

ear silkie when she cri

S in er skin.

Wh esilkie whens

To free the seal withi

Sula, take me wit!

Sula, take me in,

Sula, take me to the heart of the sea,

In the folds of your magic skin.

Sula

You cannot be a silkie man,

You cannot follow me.

You cannot live your life inside the secrets of the sea.

And if you steal my skin again,
You'll be the death of me.

James

James

Iam a man upon the land,

Iam a man upon the sea,

And when youre gone from where I stand.,
My heart will never be free.

A

I'll rig my boat,
I'll set my sails,
I'll follow where you fl
Iwill follow you, Sul
Into the green he

black waves,

he path of heave
is perfect animal free
yond bearing.
hat will 1 do,
hen the waves

shut over your blue gray head,

e song you make for me,
what unknowable cost,
rom what unknowable loss,
'The song from Sule Skerrie.

James

I'will wait for you, Sula.

Wait for the voice L hope to hear,

And know I never will,

I plunge into memory, come up for air,
and plunge again.

Your silence follows me,
Your silence is my own vanishing song.

Iam a man upon the land,

Iam a man upon the sea,

And when youre gone from where I stand.,
My soul will yearn for thee, my Sula.

Libretto: © Copyright 2010 by Laura Harrington.
Allrights reserved.
Use by Permission.
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