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PROGRAMNOTES

All four movements of this quartet have a basis in ancient traditi
music from different parts of the world. The melody in Clay Flute w

composed on a small toy flute that had four notes, with a ade
by overblowing, Variety with so few notes was made by ch ense

of where the tonic is and by ornamentation around ruélure.

some Midd
same melo
ming patter

The tune is played heterophonically, a fold techfigu
Eastern music where more than one instrumen
with different ornamentation at the sams&

played by double-stop pizzicato.

'The second movement, 7he Abbey, was inspired by the long, s
and inevitable melodies of Hildeg ingen. The first vi
with a nineteen-bar melody‘ns
work in conjunction with thr t i beat

based on the spoken rhythm of aTafin prayer (Sicut e rincipio et
nunc, et semper, et in sag€la seeculorum. Ame ia. JAS it was in the
beginning, both now a and forever. A luia.]) underscores
and contrasts wit

How She scription and v; on a Sub-Saharan melody
usually p ooden instrufent resembling a marimba. This eight-

stantly throughout the movement,
,represented here as a melodic

is heard al
accompanied b

ythmic pattern played on a double cow
i ditionally used to call villagers to attention
an important event, such as a birth or death.
ction, this rhythm is heard in the violoncello and viola

a counter rhythm entering in Violin 1 and 2. This
s out the tensions between melodic expressive lines and

ivin ic patterns that is present throughout the quartet. The
as a whole is a character study and could be viewed as a series of
in some ancient life.
Lamy grateful to David Deveau for his support and encouragement of this
work.

—Flena Ruehr

Elena Ruehr (b. 1963)

For biographical information visit:
www.elenaruehr.org
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III. How She Danced
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