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This is the first work in series of short pieces that are reflections on the'ongoing conflj
displaced by it and who are
desperately in need of aid. Inlieu of a fee for sheet m ers might consider making a

donation to an aid organization that is working to hel

Letters Home is based on a Muwashshah, whi ance is attributed to a blind 10™ century
Arab Andalucian poet, and a song form poems. Although the rather large repertoire of sung Muwashshahaat (pl.
Muwashshah) is comprised of works fro id 20™ century these songs evoke a sense of longing
for a time long gone: the golden days of’ in these songs include wine, nature, love and conjure
up imagery such as the secret rendez

There is often much that is unsai
Letters Home is, on one hand,
and is based on the magam Sa
and perhaps one that, to

and the i ce be interpreted in a number of ways.
ations on shah that is close to my heart (Ahwa Qamaran)
alf-flat, F, G flat , C, D flat etc.). This magam is very rich and complex
, drips heavilywyi ectar of longing. “Letters Home” is also an expression
of what I cannot say tq @ y and friends in Syri is difficult juncture for they, like the distant beloved in the
. s a

Muwashshaha; als the ever watchfi ears of the palace guards. “Letters Home” is dedicated
to the Brun titute fior Contemporary Mi ern Music.

Kareem Rou 14th, 2011



Full Score
Letters Home

To the Brunel Institute for Contemporary Middle-Eastern Music

Kareem Roustom
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