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Cuisine d’amour

I have dined in all the finest spots,
New York to Monte Carlo.

I have breakfasted al fresco

In cafes beside the Arno.

And though I treasure each soufflé
And the chefs who did prepare them,
It’s the sauces I remember most

And the men with whom I’ve shared them.

I’ve had bechamels with barons,
And bernaises with marquis’.

I've had remoulades and curries
That would drop you to your knees.

I’ve had truffle sauce at Buckingham
And caper at Versailles.

T’ve had tartar at the Vatican

And Hoisin in Shanghai.

T’ve had hollandaise in Amsterdam

On Benedictine oefs;

I’'ve had Worcestershire and Paprikash
On shepherds pies and wurst!

But of all the sauces that I've shared
With lovers strong and true
There is none, my dear

That can compare, my dear
To the roux I had with you!

The Poet’s Choice

(with apologies to Ogden Nash)
On any given day —

What would you say? -

Would Dorothy Parker and Millay
Prefer for lunch

A Daiquiri?

It matters not to me, my frie
Not a little nor a lottle,
The form that holy geni
Nor the color of the b

And Amsterdam my heart!

My arteries lack Burgundy;
My limbs could use more Sp
I don’t have good absorption of
Tunisia in my brain.

My eyes pine for the mighty Rhine
And for the golden Seine;

My soul craves days spent in Marseille
And nights, Parisienne.

I’d like to Cannes my office

Or would you guess, '
If you were pressed,

That they’d confess

A fondness, say,

For Tanqueray?

Songs of Sophistication

If I could see more Venice,

Or hear Kiev, perchance,

My barcarolle would be more droll,
My villanelle would dance!

I call to you, my Muses:

I beg you, Come tonight!

Transport me to the South of France,
Inspire me with its light!

I know these places in my dreams,
Each rock and every bench;
And, oh! the poems that I'd write

If only I spoke French!

Love Song

I have never seen the Taj
or floated down the
I have never track: ha
or hunted

i
I have e Timbuktu
or touthe apal hem,
I hav a pilgrimage
to holy em.

e never seen a fashion sh
is or Milan,
' er even train un
oston mara
have never o et
like Callas o
I have neve litzer
(and don’tex do so).
And forfall the things I haven’t

seen or tasted,

I cannot say that of my life
moment has been wasted.
I have seen the world complete,
ected in your eyes,
and I have traveled with you to

0 a private paradise.

\ Inspiration

What did Mr. Shakespeare read on Sunday afternoon?
Did he seek the latest sonnets in the Stratford Picayune?

And what did Mozart whistle as he shopped with Mrs. M?
Was it his own tune, I wonder, or Salieri’s latest gem?

It makes me ponder Socrates, before his tragic end:
Did he quote Homer to his best Platonic friend?

And maybe witty Oscar Wilde, when at a loss for words,
Delivered bon mots as his own that he had overheard?

Was there art before Picasso? Or design before Chanel?
And whose Bolero did the trick before Maurice Ravel?

The thinkers who think first thoughts first leave second thoughts behind,;

They’re busy thinking things unthought by lesser humankind.

To be a genius is a chore, as every scholar tells us,

It must be hard to think your thoughts and never someone else’s!

Words: © Copyright 2010 by Robert Bode.
Used by permission.

And Saint-Tropez my home;
I’d spread Nepal from wall to wall —
The air I'd fill with Rome.
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for Medium Voice and Piano
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