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THE LITTLE
DRUMMER BOY

Words and Music by KATHERINE DAVIS,
HENRY ONORATI and HARRY SIMEONE
Arranged by JOE JACKSON

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

During the introduction and through measure 29, the drummer has two twosbar solo phrases; the drumfer should play time with only a few ensem-
ble kicks as written.

The initial two choruses of the head, measures 2975, consist@fthe drummer trading with.the ensemble. The degree of complexity of the drum-
mer's fills should be determined by the experience of the band and the drummer’s overall abilify to maintain the time and execute accurate fills. To
help the band during this section, the drummer may donsider playing the hi-hat onsbeats\2 and 4 during the drumi solo breaks.

In measures 2975, the band should play vefy lightly. The'SHort notes should belight and not heavy or fat. Heavy or loud ensemble playing wil
make the voicings less effective and ovefpower the'drummer’s brushes. Beginfiing at measure 76, the drummer should play straight brush time.
During measures 7678, the ensemble should play the dotted quarternotes long with a space between them. The ensemble should play under the
trumpet solo in measures 83116 Thenlead trumpet may tatet during the unison section in measures 112—[24. Although measures 112—124 are uni-
son for the brass and marked,sf, brass players should be sensitive to the overall volume and focus on the blend. Beginning at measure 136, the
rhythm section has specific written unison lines. At méslire 153, the brass should come dramatically down in volume under the saxes.

The four-bar section beginning at measure 188 isaf open drum solo. Cue the ensemble the last time. In the final measure of the chart, hold the
brasssnote for a-second or two and cue theysaxophone figure, which should be conducted as if it were half time.

Psuggést listening to the demogécordifig enclosed for further ideas. | hope you have fun with this chart.

—Joe Jackson
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