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NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

This piece was commissioned by the New Trier High School Jazz Ensemble, Winnetka, lllinois, Jame

If you've ever seen an old private-eye movie, then you understand the right feel for the chart—sne
for the room. When the trombones state the recurring rhythmic pattern at measure 2, it should & but with
a hint of the power to come. The first time the chart gets loud is the middle of measure 35, but the
immediately. The second time through the tune (measure 44) can be louder than the first time, but save the u
for measure 76. It's important to observe the internal dynamics, things like the crescen in measures 33-35, 3 d72.
These moments give a lot of interest to the basic orchestration. Then there’s a big easure 88, where five'huge
ensemble chords send the band off into the solo section. The band’s gotta pound th out—really ‘'em!

c‘c@ the the notes

After the solos come the saxes, playing a fairly tricky soli. Saxes will need to live wit ing—pra
become second nature. Then they can get down to making music with eads buried i

@o go full out. The drum-
mer needs to bring it home, which is another way of saying hi the 2 and itting it good! Of course,
when the band arrives at measure 191, they've gotta take i ye her notch. Are pets up for it? Keep them
motivated because the chart needs them to come through time ep up! A@u yeah, don't forget those five big
ensemble chords. Here they are again at measure 22 eed to be d one last time. Then it's back to being
quiet and sneaky as things wrap up.

Another important build starts at measure 171 and leads to tl‘horus, and will

| hope you enjoy the chart!

—Gordon Goodwin

Gordon
Goodwin

Gordon Goodwin is a three-time
Emmy Award winner and GRAMMY®
winner. His band’s debut album
Swingin’ for the Fences (Silverline
Records) received two GRAMMY®
nominations and is the best-selling
jazz item in the DVD® Audio 5.1
surround-sound format.
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