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As Recorded by GORDON GOODWIN'S BIG PHAT BAND

GET IN LINE

GORDON GOODWIN

NOTES TO THE CONDUCTOR

Commissioned by the Delavan-Darien High School Jazz EnsembBle, Scott D. Julius, DirectopofiBands, Mike
Cipriano, Principal.

When you play a chart like this, you must commit to it. Maybe it’s not as sophistiCatechas other styles
and genres, but funk is fun! So, don’t apologize, just gd for it! For the bass playeislap that bass with
gusto. For the drummer, lay the groove down, solid,and steady. For the horn sectien, play all those licks
with soul, tightness and precision. Many of the mélodiés,in this chart emul@te a solo instrument or vocal,
o0 as a group you must phrase together. Ensemble $€oops @nd bends must.be tight and unified. In other
words, even though these licks are played by a'group of players, yousheuld all strive fo sound like one
player. Easier said than done—but keepg@ahit,

This particular funk groove ha,an eighthaotefbasis, with oc@asional sixteenth notes fo add energy and
propulsion. The rhythm section should avoigsplaying foo,busy.The bass player and drummer should
basically play eighth notes, while most of the sixteenthindie accents can be added by the guitar player.
The piano player (when nef playing wiitten figures)should avoid playing overly busy as well. Pads
(sustained chords) for the piano workvery well overthis groove. Above all, the rhythm section should
listen closely to one @hiether'@s they fit theirfparts together.

There is not typically a wide fange of dynamics in funk music, but the section after the solos (measure
84) provides aeh@nee to bring things down alittle in volume, allowing the groove some room to build
again. By theltime dhe band arrives atimeasure 110 things should be rockin® again. Buf be sure and save
some energy forthe modulation glsmeasure 148, which is the high point of the chart. A funk groove in
D-flat? S0, maylenthis chart isia lifie sophisticated after alll Hey, there are only 12 notes—don’t be
infimidated by a key.

You can heapthe Big Phat Band'’s version of “Get in Line” on our Silverline Records CD The Phat Pack.
'hope you enjoy “"Get I Line.”

—Gordon Goodwin
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