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GARDEN PARTY

Characters:

Adam, baritone

Gabriel, actor with low-pitched voice
Eve, soprano

Snake, actor with high-pitched voice

Celestial Choir, barbershop quartet (counter-ten xm‘one and

Deus ex machina, voice through /oudspeakers' ic sounds (pre ed tape)
Mixed chorus o

N

all snare drum and timpani)

Small orchestra (5 players)

Clarinet in B-flat '
Viola \
Double-bass

Keyboards (piano, electric pian r piano, celesta and
Percussion (glockenspiel, vibr uspended cymb3

Electronic tape (in Scenes

Scene 1—The Garde‘of , long ago

~ Scene |1— A month der the app, the middle of the Garden

Scene Hl—Later e day

-0 h tes of E, :
Poem R (ble by “Kidder is public domain. It was written about 1860.
(Verse W)
ms Eve and T, ame © Copyright by Norma Farber and reprinted with her

Scene |V

raci permission.

n: 43 minu
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(clarinet doubles chorus throughout)
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SCENE 11 0
(A month has passed. Under the apple tree in the midd|, arden) \
Good morning, Eve.

d morning

What do you mean by that, Snake, “Good marnin ry morning i

in the garden.

A most appalling consistency. 1, for onegw efcome a little ¢ | say, Eve, is
it still true that God has forbidden you x any tree in the garden?
There you go again! You know very well we may eat the frui any tree in the gar-

n us either to eat or

den, except for the tree right here i middle- God ha

touch the fruit of this tree; if we all die.

Come on, Eve. Of course you's%k 1e. God kno s soon as you eat it, your
ill

eyes will be opened and you w e God, kn nd evil.

so special about that tree any-
e fig tree, for example. That'’s a
any use for the fig leaves. The

And besides, Adam and | had a ser-
reakfast and we resolved, and we are

ugh for me. An
re just as d.

ough | 't

cely, than

If God says no, that’s go
way. There are lots of
pretty tree,-tasty fruj

ious talk just thi

in completeQ’
sealthy, thos

fgetm i m carrots, Vitamin B from various complexes,
Vita om , amingD from...... (The Celestial Choir begins to warmup
and her me& c

mate at a san n rew they are!

olfows no. 7):

(interruptin ! Keeps the doctor away, you know.
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GABRIEL
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(Gabriel enters. In his hand his Future Book)

Hello, Eve.

Hello, Gabriel. \

Where’s Adam?

rib-
ut what

He’s a bit poorly this morning, I'm sorry old complai

cage, you know. He says he’s not been %nce the oper
brings you here? .

L/

Well, I’ve been looking into my Futur holds it up
velous recipes from The French Chef CooRbook. Here's 0
and a nifty one for moulded appleg,custard. And then
crépes, apple marmalade, apple@ in the inde

French for apples.) '

Eve, | must talk seri ou. Did youglkn at you’re causing my Future
Book all sorts of gra s? Man ncomplete,—many totally blank. Look
here, for instanc to the p 's Bach who wants to compose a
work entitled % all.”

I?

Adam’s F’

ell, that /s ri lous! Everybody knows that it's always sum-
a We don’t h ns.

't hear that one.

e. No, this one over here. Milton has started a long,
mplete, your fault. The poets.and composers union
st try. You've just got to let a little sin come into the

nd reading some mar-

or apple charlotte,
apple fillings for

to pommes. (That'’s

Not you, too! | may not k d and evil b n tell when you and Snake

are up to something.
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*Poem Tree of Blame
by Norma Farber
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(Adam. Eve and Snake appear, eyes downcast)

(Electronic tape starts at signal from conductor. Conductor starts stop

watch as soon as the first signal is heard. Use the timing /nd/‘cat/'on\

given below.)

0:00  (signals from tape)

0:28  (voice on tape)
DEUS Adam, where are you?

0:32
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0:52

DEUS Who told you y‘ € ed? Have yodieaten from the tree which |

forbade you?

1:00
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SCENE IV \\ ‘ ’
(Outside the Garden where now Cherubim tioned and a sword whirls and flash-
es to guard the way to the Tree of Life. Adam ve enter ¢ d with enormous
fig leaves.)

Bad show, Eve. '

| know. And we can’t go back, | f\

Not while Jophiel stands thergsholding that flaming @ and guards the gates.

Oh, Adam, look at us now ur home e, our innocence gone, reduced to
a fading memory. :
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