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NOTE TO CONDUCTOR

The Great Escape is the main fitle from the classic movie of the@ame name. The origindl

score by Elmer Bernstein lends itself to the young band_with little dilution of the original
material.

The introduction should be bold and bombastic. The @pening build in the dorass should be
treated as “pseudo-bell tones” as it culminates into theypercussion statement. The low
brass/low reed statement beginning in measure 9 shouldbe“a bit labered, yet not behind
the beat. The melody in the woodwinds beginning in measure 11¢hould be light and deli-
cate. Feel free to use one on a stand in the low Brass/reeds if the balance between the low
brass/reeds and woodwind melody is compromised due to instrumentation concerns. Care
should also be given to the balance between the woodwind mélody and the bells/triangle.
The metallic sounds of the bells and triangie should not be .overshadowed by the wood-
winds. The interpretation in the percussion throughout shouldbe a bit overstated in order to
capture the World War Il “marching” flavor.

The final statement of the melody should be treatedias if the troop of soldiers is marching off
into the distance. | would suggest assigning one taya part in the final measures if the ensem-
ble cannot comfortably ‘play at'the lower dynamic levels. Be sure that the last note in the
bells and triangle areyweighted a bit he@vy insthe balance to give the piece a sense of final-
ity. | have purposely left out the decreseendos in those parts for that reason.

| hope The Gréat Escape proves t0.be an enjoyable experience for you and your students.
Best of luck in yourteaching endeavors.

Robert W. Smith
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