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PREFACE.

The coronation for which Handel composed the four following hymns, took place at Westminster
Abbey on the 11th September 1727. The order of the festival. the arrangement of the choruses, &c.,
will be found fully described in my Life of Handel, II. 170—74. As there is no close connexion
between these four separate anthems, and the order in which they succeeded one another at the original
festivity cannot be determined with certainty, the editor must be guided by considerations of propriety in
arranging them. Handel began with the composition of Zadok the priest, which should always stand
first; and ended with that of the anthem to the Queen, My heart is inditing. In his manuscript they
have now this order, 1. 3. 4. 2; but in Smith’s transcript this, 4. 2. 3. 1. In Arnold’s editjon they
sund’ﬁms, 4. 2. 1. 3; and in the edition of the former Handel Society thus, 2. 1. 3. 4. But our agree-
ment agrees best with the requirements both of Handel’s music and of the service.

The texts are frequently noted by Handel at the commencement of the pieces. In Zadok the
priest: "1 Kings 1. 48 [it should be 39 and 40). In The King shall rejoice: "# 45. V. 1. 10.12.
[Prayer Book Version.] ¥ [read Isaiah] 49. V. 23.” In the anthem Let thy Aand be strengthened,
taken from the 59th Psalm, the text is not noted.

In the Allelujah Handel often, in Italian fashion, blends the last syllable of one word with the
first of the following: A lleluj’ Allelujah. The English editions, by not observing this, have given to
the words a false rhythm at this place.

The pianoforte arrangement of the present edition is by Im. Faisst.

Leirzic, January 1, 1863.
Chr.
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ANTHEM 1.

ZADOK THE PRIEST.

Zadok der Priester.

Andante maestoso.
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